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Rio Grande Valley Firefighters’ & Fire Marshals’ Association 

District Meeting Minutes 
Los Fresnos, Tx 

November 4, 2023 
 
 

The Rio Grande Valley Firefighters’ and Fire Marshals’ Association held their quarterly meeting on Saturday, 
November 4, 2023 in Los Fresnos, Texas 

Board Members Present:   
• President Dallas Renfrew 
• 2nd Vice President Oscar Rodriguez 
• 4th Vice President Aurelio Cadena 
• Maricruz Tovar, Secretary 
• Ruben Balboa, Administrative Coordinator/Immediate PP 
• Ubaldo Perez, Training Coordinator 
• Leticia Salinas, Treasurer 
• Gary Wilburn, Chaplain 
• Richard Trevino, Historian  
• Ian Wilburn, Mascot 

 
Members not Present: 

• 1st Vice President Victor Nieves 
• 3rd Vice President Jesus Martinez 
• Gerardo Gomez, Sgt. at Arms 

Call to Order: 
President Renfrew called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.  

Pledge of Allegiance: 
Mascot Ian Wilburn led the group in the pledge. 

Introduction of Guests: 
      President Renfrew introduced the following guests: 

• Donny Boggs, SFFMA President 
• Chuck Richardson, SFFMA Past President 
• Heather Trevino, TFA President 
• RJ Thomas, 3rd VP SFFMA  
• Norma Villegas, San Perlita Comm. 
• Chief George Guadiana, San Perlita FD 
• Gilbert Chavero, RGVFFMA Past President  
• Leroy Salinas, RGVFFMA Past President 



Page 2 of 4 
 

Welcome: 
Chief Gene Daniels welcomed the RGVFFMA and its members to the City of Los Fresnos and thanked 
everyone for attending.  

Response: 
Richard Trevino, Historian thanked the City of Los Fresnos, Chief Daniels and its members for hosting the 
meeting.  

President Renfrew congratulated the Los Fresnos Fire Department and Chief Daniels on their 75th Anniversary 
and for their hospitality and great food. The RGVFFMA presented Los Fresnos Fire Department with a plaque. 
The event was very nice. 

Roll Call: 
District Secretary Mari Tovar conducted roll call of cities present. There were fourteen (14) cities and two (2) 
Past Presidents in attendance. President Renfrew and Secretary verified that a quorum was established.  

Approval of Minutes:  
President Renfrew asked for a motion to approve the minutes from the District Meeting held in August. 
Motion made by Chief Leroy Salinas, PP (La Joya); 2nd by Chief Roy Contreras (Alamo); all in favor, motion 
passed and approved. 

Finance Report: 
Finance report was presented by Treasurer Leticia Salinas (see attached).  

President Renfrew asked for a motion to approve the Finance Report. Motion made by Chief Roy Contreras 
(Alamo), 2nd by Chief Leroy Salinas, PP (La Joya); all in favor, motion passed and approved. 

Officer’s Report: 
 

 
President Dallas Renfrew: 

• Discussed BBQ Cook-off between Texas A&M Culinary Staff and Valley. Need to get prepared 
• Fundraiser  

o VAIL got involved with So. Texas All Hazards last year. Emergency responders need to learn a 
rudimentary sign language 

o Fishing tournament for Hard of Hearing, only 10 families will be chosen to fish, fishing license is 
required 

o Event based on donations only 
o Park permit has already been submitted and approved 
o Need to submit dates to George Garcia 

• Training 
o District HazMat Summit 
o April 4 – 5, 2024 

• Recap 
o BBQ Cook-off at Texas A&M  
o Fundraiser 
o HazMat Training 
o Pass the hat for San Perlita FF LODD  
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Chief Balboa, PP – Adm. Coor. (Harlingen) asked for a motion to donate $150 to San Perlita FF LODD. Motion 
made by Chief Leroy Salinas, PP (La Joya); 2nd by Chief Contreras (Alamo); all in favor; motion passed and 
approved. 

Adm. Coor. Ruben Balboa: 

• BBQ Cook-off 
o Will assist valley team 
o Need 2 pits to cook. Will contact Kirby Wilson to request assistance with pits 
o Need t-shirts for team 
o Cook-off will not take the place of the valley party and will not be held during that time 
o Need to prepare for event and decide on meats to cook 
o Valley Party is the 1st Monday of Municipal School 
o Municipal School Registration: 7/6/24 and Classes Start: 7/7/24 

Discussion: 

Chief Contreras, asked “Can the dates to the valley party or BBQ be changed?” 

President Renfrew, response “No the dates can’t be changed. We will also pass the hat for donations for the 
Memorial Wall in Shawn Snider’s name and for a charity of the Chef’s choice.”   

Chief Leroy Salinas, stated “We need to setup a committee to assist Balboa with the cook-off and design the t-
shirt.”   

 1st Vice President Victor Nieves:  
• No Report – Not in Attendance 

 
2nd Vice President Oscar Rodriguez: 

• In charge of Memorial Services in April 
• Email memorial names to Oscar Rodriguez at oscar221@icloud.com 
• Questions please call me at (469) 426-1107  

 
As per President Renfrew, advised “We will be having 2 meetings in Cameron County and 2 meetings in Hidalgo 
County.” 
 
3rd Vice President Jesus Martinez: 

• No Report – Not in Attendance 
• In charge of EMS and Firefighter of the Year 
• Nomination form will be sent out in January 
• Email nominations to Jesus Martinez at firedept@sullivancity.org or  
• Questions please call me at (956) 867-5838 

 
4th Vice President Aurelio Cadena: 

• No pumper races 
• If anyone has any event ideas for after the meetings, please share them with me and we will entertain 

them 
 
As per President Renfrew, “If you are looking for presentations from NVFC or SFFMA please call me.” 
 
Rogelio Tijerina, asked “Are there dues being paid to the District?” 

mailto:oscar221@icloud.com
mailto:firedept@sullivancity.org
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Treasurer Salinas, response “Yes, $125 per department. Dues are sent out in December of each year. As of 
today, 32 departments have paid.” 
 
Training Coor. Ubaldo Perez: 

• FPSA scheduled for February – March 2024 
• Offering a variety of training: Rescue, Emergency Management, Firefighter Classes, Special Courses 
• NVFC HazMat Summit at NO COST – 25 students minimum 

o Host one class during the week 
o Weekend Classes 4 – 3-hour courses 

• Annual NFA Class – 15 students minimum  
o Leadership in Supervision: 2-day class (Saturday and Sunday) 

 
SFFMA Report:  

• Presented by President Donny Boggs (see attached) 
• 3rd VP RJ Thomas 
• Travel Grant 

o Soliciting industrial companies. Donation letters going out soon 
o Travel money will be based off of donations 

• SFFMA Call for Presenters 
o Looking for presenters, if you know of anyone that would like to present, please submit names 

• EMS Board created 
o 1st meeting held 
o Elected chair 
o FTO in EMS field 
o Setting up process 
o Working with state 
o Need someone from the valley to sit on board 

*******Break at 12:08 p.m. and Reconvened at 12:36 p.m.******* 

Old Business: 
• No old business to discuss 

 

New Business: 
• Training Classes Coming Up 
• Positions Opening Up at SFFMA  
• Wage Instructor Positions at TEEX 

 
History of Host City 

History of Host City was presented by Richard Trevino, Historian.  

Adjournment 
President Renfrew asked for a motion to adjourn the meeting. Motion made by PP Gilbert Chavero, 2nd by 
Chief Contreras (Alamo); all in favor; motion passed. Meeting adjourned at 1:00 p.m.  

Dallas Renfrew  January 31, 2024 
Dallas Renfrew, President  Date of Approval 
Submitted by: Mari Tovar, Secretary  Reviewed by: Ruben Balboa, Adm. Coor. 

 
















	November 4, 2023 RGVFFMA Minutes.pdf
	Board Members Present:
	Call to Order:
	Pledge of Allegiance:
	Introduction of Guests:
	Welcome:
	Response:
	Roll Call:
	Approval of Minutes:
	Finance Report:
	Officer’s Report:
	SFFMA Report:
	Old Business:
	New Business:
	Adjournment

	Treasurer's Report.pdf
	SFFMA Speaking Points.pdf

